Surveillance for polio eradication: current status and lessons learnt--India, 1999.
With the launch of the Universal Immunisation Programme in India in 1985, childhood immunisation was provided to children in all districts of the country in a phased manner by 1990. Surveillance for vaccine preventable diseases (VPD) including polio was started at the same time with monthly reporting from the districts to the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW), Government of India (GOI). In 1995, the Pulse Polio Immunisation (PPI) campaign was launched with the objective of polio eradication. Prior to 1997, surveillance for polio was directed at finding clinical polio cases by passive reporting from health facilities. There was no active surveillance for all cases of acute flaccid paralysis (AFP). In 1996, a scheme for the surveillance of AFP was drawn up. With the support of the Danish and US governments and Rotary International, 59 surveillance medical officers (SMOs) were hired, trained, and posted throughout the country in October 1997 to establish active surveillance of AFP. The number of SMOs was increased to 108 in August 1999. The SMOs along with their government counterparts established 10,069 reporting units nationwide by the end of November 1999 reporting weekly the occurrence of AFP cases to the district, state, and national levels; timely case investigation and collection of stool specimens from AFP cases; linkages to support the polio laboratory network; and extensive training of government counterparts. Data reported to the national level is analysed and put on an internet website which is updated every two weeks. Annualised rates of reported non-polio AFP have increased from 0.22 per 100,000 children aged < 15 years in 1997 to 1.57 in 1999. The number of polio cases associated with isolation of wild poliovirus decreased from 1404 in the third trimester of 1998 to 664 in the third trimester of 1999, yet widespread transmission of wild polioviruses persists throughout the country.